
HOW MANY DOLPHINS ARE IN HERVEY BAY?
Pacific Whale Foundation is trying to answer this question by conducting systematic 
surveys for dolphins within Hervey Bay.
Contact Us: Research@pacificwhale.org
We acknowledge the Butchulla people as the traditional custodians of the land and waters surrounding Hervey Bay.
We recognize and respect their continuing connection to land, water and community.

 

Common bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus)Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops aduncus) Australian humpback dolphin (Sousa sahulensis)

 BACKGROUND
• Conservation of highly mobile species is challenging. It requires 
 knowledge  of the size of populations, their distribution and how 
 they use an area.

• Although dolphins are regularly seen in Hervey Bay, there is little 
 information on which species occur, how many there are, whether 
 there are seasonal patterns and how they use the bay.

• Line transect surveys are a method used by scientists to estimate
 the size of animal populations.
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 OBJECTIVES
• Estimate the abundance of 3 dolphin species that regularly occur 
 in Hervey Bay.

• Determine the distribution and habitat use of dolphins 
 within the Bay.

• Identify any seasonal patterns of occurrence and/or calving.

• Document injuries to assess potential threats to dolphins.

2  METHODS
• A research vessel (above) is driven along pre-defined lines   
 designed to get equal coverage across the study region.

• When dolphins are spotted, the species, group size, behaviour
 and location is recorded.

• This information allows us to generate population estimates 
 for the species that are regularly sighted within the bay.
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 CONSERVATION OUTCOMES
• Generate the first population estimates for dolphins 
 within Hervey Bay.

• Create distribution and habitat-use maps.

• Use this information to better understand the conservation 
 needs of dolphin species in Hervey Bay.

• Use this information to form the basis of future studies
 in the bay.
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