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As we navigate the choppy waters of the COVID-19 pandemic, we are 
immensely grateful for the support we’ve received during this difficult time. 
Our monthly Members and Donors continue to provide critical support to 
advance our marine research, education and conservation work. Please 
know that this Quarter 1 issue was prepared to exhibit our news, impacts and 
results prior to the temporary shut-down of businesses around the world to 
comply with stay-at-home measures, and that we are doing everything we 
can to live our mission and ensure you - our supporter - understand how your 
contribution of time, talent or treasure has made an impact. 

We have pivoted to digital program offerings through an extensive series of informative webinars 
conducted by staff members from various departments in order to maintain our presence and extend our 
reach. The thousands who attended discovered what it takes to be a marine biologist or naturalist, learned 
valuable conservation tips, enjoyed a virtual whalewatch and much more. Everyone loved our Live Virtual 
Classroom Webcast on Humpback Whales and our Webinar on Photo Identification of Whales in Ecuador. 
All of our webinars and webcasts are available on our website at PacificWhale.org/events.

Pacific Whale Foundation also geared up for the annual meeting of the Scientific Committee of the 
International Whaling Commission (IWC), a global body comprising member governments and cetacean 
experts which meet to review and analyze whale stocks around the world including current trends and 
the impacts of whaling and other activities. The IWC meeting this year was conducted virtually and I look 
forward to sharing what our team learned in our Quarter 2 issue.

As we cautiously enter the reopening phase and resume operations, we are fervently committed to the 
safety and well-being of staff, guests, volunteers and supporters. We will adhere to all COVID-19 guidelines 
and requirements as outlined by state and government agencies. Our COVID-19 FAQs, published on our 
website, describes in detail how we will enact these new measures.

In the coming weeks as restrictions lift for ocean tourism, PacWhale Eco-Adventures will present 
Essential Workers Week in conjunction with Three’s Bar & Grill, Fork & Salad and Maui Brewing Co. 
In recognition and appreciation of our frontline heroes, we invite healthcare workers and government 
staff affiliated with the COVID-19 response to enjoy a free sunset sail cruise and complementary food 
and drink as our way of saying “thank you.”   

As always, thank you for your support and commitment to protect our oceans and marine mammals. 
We are so appreciative of our active and engaged partners without whom we could not advance the goals 
and mission of Pacific Whale Foundation. Together, we will continue making a difference for our oceans 
and ocean inhabitants.  

Kristie Wrigglesworth 
Executive Director, Pacific Whale Foundation

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

The mission of Pacific Whale 
Foundation is to protect 

the ocean through science 
and advocacy and to inspire 
environmental stewardship.

Our vision is to be the people’s 
environmental organization 

for the protection of the 
world’s whales, dolphins and 
other marine animals living 
wild in their natural habitat.  

We believe that it is essential 
to involve the public in our 

mission. We encourage you to 
become a part of our global 

community of people who care 
about the future of our oceans 

and marine wildlife.
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PacWhale Eco-Adventures 
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provides top rated, responsible 
ocean ecotours and eco-
friendly retail products. 100% 
of PacWhale Eco-Adventures 
proceeds benefit Pacific Whale 
Foundation. 
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For the past 40 years, PWF has been 

conducting research and taking action on 

behalf of whales, dolphins, and other marine 

animals that populate the waters of Maui Nui 

and beyond. When Greg Kaufman founded 

PWF in 1980, the estimated population 

of humpback whales that make Hawai‘i 

their winter home was just under 1,000 

individuals. Today their numbers exceed 

20,000! As PWF celebrates four decades of 

positive impact on the ocean environment, 

we carry on Greg’s legacy of advocating for 

marine animals and battling threats such as 

plastic pollution and climate change.
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PWF’s research team announces exciting progress realized during 
the first quarter of the new year. 

Whale sightings are up this year  
The 2019-2020 year has been great for whale sightings. Our January 
and February results from PWF’s Great Whale Count collaborators with 
the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary 
Ocean Count indicate that numbers are up from the previous year, 
which is a positive and encouraging trend.   
While the number of whale sightings can fluctuate heavily from year 
to year due to ocean conditions such as food availability, it doesn’t 
necessarily indicate a significant change in population density.   
We will continue our dedicated research efforts in monitoring the health 
and status of the Hawai‘i population segment of humpback whales 
in partnership with Dr. Lars Bejder of the Marine Mammal Research 
Program and Dr. Adam Pack of the University of Hawai‘i in Hilo. 

Humpback whale birth captured on film  
February 3 of this year was an exciting day for the humpback whale 
community after numerous tour boats reported a possible whale birth 
to PWF’s Research department, which verified this rarely witnessed 
occurrence upon review of footage provided by Captain Steve’s 
Rafting Adventures and other operators. 

While there are detailed descriptions and photo documentation 
of a mother’s behavior before birth and mother and calf behaviors 
after birth — two short notes detailed surface observations have 
been published in scientific literature; one of the northeast coast 
of Brazil (Ferreira et al. 2010) and the other in the coastal waters of 
Madagascar (Faria et al. 2018) — this is the first known instance of 
underwater footage capturing the actual birthing process.  
Searching for more information, PWF researchers uploaded an 
identification photo of the mother to happywhale.com. A single match 
was found and the previous sighting of her was in 2010 off the coast of 
Russia: happywhale.com/individual/30487. We are glad to report that 
on March 14, this mother was seen again in Maui waters and had 
a healthy calf with her!  
For those who have viewed or are planning to view this incredible 
footage, a “tail first” presentation is normal for cetaceans and helps 
ensure that whales and dolphins do not drown at birth.

Pacific Whale Foundation 
researchers sample a  
whale placenta

On February 3, PacWhale Eco-
Adventures staff spotted an object 
floating in the water. Upon close 
inspection, they quickly identified 
the object as a whale placenta.   
The team’s captain and crew are 
no strangers to placenta collection; 
In 2018, under the direction of Pacific 
Whale Foundation researchers, the 
same crew collected a placenta 

resulting in practiced hands this go-around.  
In both instances, PacWhale Eco-Adventures reported the find to the 
Foundation’s Research department, who then called NOAA Fisheries 
to report this collection. Marine mammal parts are protected 
under the Marine Mammal Protection Act which means collecting 
animal parts, even if discharged or sloughed, is not permitted unless 
operating under an authorization. PWF’s Research team worked late 
into the evening to collect fresh specimens that could be used for 
histopathological testing under the direction of the University of 
Hawaiʻi Stranding Laboratory’s Drs. Kristi West and Ilse Silva-Krott, 
who joined the Maui team via video conference.   
“It was an amazing effort,” noted Dr. West, “and represents the first 
known collection of many fresh and strategically located histological 
samples from a large whale placenta outside of the whaling industry.” 
The next step is to send the sample to the University of Hawaiʻi 
Stranding Laboratory on Oʻahu to identify the species, (although it is 
strongly suspected to be from a humpback whale), and to conduct 
additional testing to learn about the health of this mother.   
PWF’s Stephanie Stack reported that “It is incredibly rare to see 
a whale placenta, despite Maui being a known calving area for 
humpback whales. Our goal is that these specimens will advance our 
knowledge about humpback whale reproductive biology and I am 
excited to see what we learn.”

*If you would like to request a copy of any of the scientific articles 
mentioned, please email research@pacificwhale.org for a free PDF. 

“It was an amazing effort 
and represents the first 
known collection of many 
fresh and strategically 
located histological 
samples from a large 
whale placenta outside 
of the whaling industry.” 

— Dr. Kristi West 
University of Hawai‘i Stranding 
Laboratory

RESEARCH PROGRAM NEWS  |  HAWAI‘I

RECENT MAUI PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Completed two days of filming with Pangolin 
Pictures, which is documenting UAV (drone) 
methods for monitoring humpback whales as 
part of a new PBS Nature film. The film focuses 
on sharks in Hawai‘i and their relationship with 
other species. As part of the story, they wanted 
to film mother-calf humpback whales as well 
as other pod types important in the breeding 
grounds. To do this, the filmmakers contacted our 
partner Adam Pack, who suggested that they film 
our collaborative body condition and biopsy 
data collection.

Que Sera Sera Films is creating a documentary 
film called “There are Still Wizards.” The film 
chronicles the lives of Lee and Marty Talbot. 
Lee wrote the Endangered Species Act, Marine 
Mammal Protection Act, CITES and the World  
Heritage Convention. And as a pair, the 
Talbots were responsible for protected area 
designations across the planet, from Africa’s 
Serengeti to Yellowstone National Park in 
the U.S. Two scenes remain until the film’s 
completion: One will be shot in Hawai‘i 
regarding the recently de-listed humpback 
whales and the need to keep the MMPA and 
ESA strong in order to protect them. This will 
be filmed when UH researchers join us for our 
collaborative project. 

We recently signed an agreement with the 
Hawai‘i Institute of Marine Biology at University 
of Hawai‘i, who will use our Whale & Dolphin 
Tracker app data to validate models using 
satellite imagery to monitor relative changes in 
abundance of humpback whales over time.

The team collected an intact whale placenta 
and conducted virtual dissection and sampling 
with the University of Hawaii’s Marine Biology 
Marine Mammal Stranding Lab, the first ever 
since the whaling era.

Joined a project to trial newly developed suction 
cup CAT tags to quantify rate of suckling in 
humpback whale calves (part of larger bio-
energetics study).

“The whales have been epic  
this year,” says Ecotours Manager 
Morgan Wittmer, “From the 
launch of whale season to 
present, our humpback whale 
friends have not disappointed. 
Every year, we get a handful of days 
where sightings dwindle or are 
far in between. This year, with the 
exception of a few rare trips, the 
whales seem to be more abundant 
or more entertaining than ever. Of 
course, only finely organized and 
executed scientific research with 
measurable objectives could really 
quantify changes in our whales, 
but by looking at the smiles of our 
guests and staff and hearing the 
stories, it is clear that our cetacean 
friends are ever so present in our 
Maui County waters. Ma‘alaea 
harbor trips have been rewarded 
with whales ‘right outside the 
harbor.’  In fact, there have been 
so many whales in Ma‘alaea Bay, 
that on one particular Ocean 
Odyssey adventure, the captain 
couldn’t even maneuver to see a 
distant competition pod because 
there were three mother and 
calf pairs ‘in the way.’ Tales of 
triple breaches, extreme close-up 
spyhops, and prolonged muggings 
have been uttered by so many 
of our staff.  Out of Lahaina, the 
staff have been delayed on their 
return to the harbor by hours in 
some cases, due to Maui Whale 
muggings — a welcome delay 
to any traveler’s day. In general, 
the encounters have been 
inspirational, the staff passionate, 
and the whale populations (by the 
standard spectator’s eye) seem 
to be doing quite well. We are 
hoping for a tremendous end to 
this season with some exciting 
competition pods as the last few 
males battle it out for the last few 
females. Here is to some success 
mating and the creation of our 
2020-2021 baby whales!”

“After more than 25 years of field studies 
on humpback whales in Hawaiian and 
Alaskan waters, collaborating with 
Pacific Whale Foundation, as well as 
UH Manoa’s Marine Mammal Research 
Program, University of Alaska, Fairbanks 
and Hawai‘i Pacific University, to develop 
a better understanding of humpback 
whale health and status using state-of-
the-art technology has been exciting. 
Stephanie, Jens and their entire team 
of dedicated and talented research 
assistants are a pleasure to work with 
and have quickly become a research 
‘ohana.”  

— Dr. Adam A. Pack 
Professor, Departments of Psychology and Biology, 
UH Hilo and Founder and Director, the UH Hilo Pack 
Marine Mammal Laboratory.

https://www.pacificwhale.org/research/
https://happywhale.com/home
https://happywhale.com/individual/30487


For the past decade, PWF Ecuador’s Dr. Cristina Castro has been collecting 
information about a startling fishing practice in her home country: using marine 
mammals as bait in fisheries. She recently published an important article in the 
scientific journal Endangered Species Research.

•  Since 2009, Pacific Whale Foundation has documented incidences of marine  
 mammal carcasses being used as bait in improvised fish aggregating devices (iFADs)  
 along the coastline of Ecuador. 

•  30 individuals of five different species were documented throughout  
 Castro’s study with evidence of human handling for use as bait, and not accidental  

 entanglement in fishing gear.  South American sea lions were the most common  
 victim, but a Pantropical spotted dolphin, a short beaked common dolphin and two  
 short-finned pilot whales were also identified as bait in beached iFADs. A sperm  
 whale may also have been anchored and used as an opportunistic FAD.  

•  Interviews with artisanal fishermen revealed that the use of marine mammals as  
 bait in FADs occurs in both industrial and artisanal fisheries, and that small  
 cetaceans are usually acquired as bycatch, while sea lions are beaten to death. 

•  Although iFADs were not observed in action during this study, when baited, they  
 are thought to attract small fish to feed on the bait, which in turn attract and  
 concentrate larger, commercially valuable species such as tuna, billfishes and sharks. 

•  Marine mammals are effective bait because of their strong smell, high amount of  
 fat, and long decomposition time in the water. 

•  It is currently unknown whether the practice of using marine mammals as bait is  
 widespread in Ecuador, or where and when it began. 

•  There are 234 fishing communities in Ecuador with 19,770 artisanal boats and   
 63,970–87,280 small scale fishers registered. If undocumented “take” of marine  
 mammals for use as bait grows, (particularly to use at an industrial scale), it could  
 detrimentally impact marine mammal stocks, as well as call into question the  
 accuracy of bycatch rate estimations.

6

Our partners at Centro de Conservacion Cetacea Chile have been very 
busy with a deceased blue whale that stranded about 100 kilometers 
south of their research area, Puñihuil, northwest of Chiloé Island, the 
main island in the Chiloé Archipelago in southern Chile. 

“We conducted work on the whale, the first deceased (probably adult) 
female blue whale registered since we began our project in 2004, and 
we are working on the report right now to present during the next IWC 
SC,” reports Elsa Cabrera. “We are also preparing paper work to acquire 
custody of the remains of the whale because we plan to rescue the skull. 

Because it is a female, the skull is of great importance, as it can be a 
type specimen to determine the subspecies. Chilean blue whales have 
been classified as an unnamed subspecies, and we have been waiting 
to have the skull of a mature female to take measurements. 

“We are conducting this work with the advice of Bob Brownell and the 
collaboration of the regional museum of Ancud, local communities and 
national authorities. It will not be easy since the carcass of the whale is 
stranded on a beach that is very difficult to access, but we will make all 
efforts to rescue and study this female blue whale skull.”

WHAT IS A FAD? 
 
A fish aggregating device (FAD) is a man-
made object used to attract pelagic fish 
such as marlin, tuna or mahi mahi. They 
usually consist of buoys or floats tethered 
to the ocean floor by concrete blocks or 
anchors. FADs are used worldwide in both 
recreational and commercial fisheries. 

FAST FACT: The state of Hawai‘i has placed 
55 FADs throughout the main Hawaiian 
Islands to revitalize the fishing industry and 
encourage sport fishing.

The information used in this study comes 
from a Pacific Whale Foundation database 
of compiled stranding and bycatch records, 
observations through fish market monitoring, 
and interviews with crew of commercial 
fishing vessels and local fishermen. Oppor-
tunistic data was collected during irregular 
visits to fishing ports and beaches from 
2009-2019. For this study, stranding records 
were only taken into account if fishing gear 
was observed and if there was substantial 
evidence of baiting, cutting, or other signs 
of human manipulation.  
 
This research establishes the need for 
working with the fishing community to 
develop alternative bait methods in Latin 
America, and can be used to guide legisla-
tion proposals that could limit or prohibit 
the use of marine mammals as bait. If illicit, 
directed take of marine mammals for use as 
bait grows to become a normal practice 
in Ecuador or neighboring countries, it 
could severely impact marine mammal 
conservation and recovery efforts. 

5
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https://www.pacificwhale.org/research/ecuador/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/research/chile/


EDUCATION PROGRAM NEWS

For the first time ever, our signature 
Keiki Whalewatch program exceeded 
4,000 participants this whale season, 
largely due to the support of our 
2019 Online Auction. Because of 
you, our donors and supporters, we 
are making great strides toward our 
projected outcomes:  

Students gain critical access to marine 
wildlife in natural habitat with Certified 
Marine Naturalists and STEM role 
models, boosting appreciation and 
understanding of the ocean and its 
inhabitants.  
Teachers promote conservation and 
environmental stewardship in their 
classrooms for existing and future  
class years.  

A new generation of ocean advocates 
learns about humpback whale behaviors 
directly from 40 years of photo ID data.  
Students engage in kinesthetic learning 
and educators are provided a unique 
opportunity to enrich the minds of their 
students in new and engaging ways.  
By learning science through direct 
inquiry, students develop critical 
thinking and self-efficacy, which helps 
improve grades across the board.  
82.7% of Hawai‘i students graduate 
with a diploma. By working with schools, 
we hope to level the playing field for 
our youth through the principle of 
laulima, which means “many hands” 
and promotes working together 
cooperatively.

M A H A L O  N U I  L O A
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“I don’t think they have seen something like this anywhere 
else!” shared Waihe‘e School second-grade teacher 
Taylissa Lehano during a February Keiki Whalewatch 
program featuring our 46-foot humpback whale, ʻOhana, 
which was named by an Adopt program participant.  
“We do as much as we can in the classrooms through 
photos to teach malama ‘aina,” Lehano continued,  
“but this makes it tangible for them.” 

BLUE-SPINE UNICORN FISH 

NUDIBRANCH 

GIANT TREVALLY

FISH NAME GAME

How much do you know about the incredibly unique and visually diverse inhabitants of our oceans?  
Match the above images with their respective names below by placing the correct letter (A-L) in each box. (Answers on pg 12)

A

Q1 EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS

B

D E

G H

J K

YELLOW TANG

SLIPPER LOBSTER

HAWK FISH

PARROT FISH

BIG-EYED EMPEROR

GOAT FISH

HUMUHUMUNUKUNUKUAPUA‘A 

INDO PACIFIC SERGEANT MAJOR 

FROG FISH

• This whale season 4,000 students were positively impacted through our
Keiki Whalewatch program.

• We successfully launched our new Virtual Reality experience.
• Participated in Marine Science Center at Whale Tales 2020 in Kapalua.
• Our team served as site leaders for PWF’s February Great Whale Count.

C

F

I

L
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https://www.pacificwhale.org/education/
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“On behalf of my whole family, I want to thank you and all your team for taking the time and effort to 
help make my son’s wish of a close encounter with “charismatic megafauna” :) a reality.  Everyone we 
encountered and worked with at PWF was so friendly and accommodating—it really made the adventure 
so special. We’re grateful for the important work you do, and especially grateful for the amazing  
experience you helped Storm have today.” — Dr. Matt Rushford | Burlington, VT

MAKE-A-WISH
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Following a 3-month long local and national 
search for the Foundation’s first-ever 
Programs Director, Harrison Schmitt joined 
our team this quarter from Boulder, CO.   
Schmitt will play a critical role in developing, 
implementing and articulating the vision 
and direction of the Foundation’s Research, 
Education and Conservation programs; 
overseeing a high-performing team of 
individuals; managing relationships with 
project partners on Maui as well as with 
affiliate partnerships in Australia, Ecuador and 
Chile; and securing funds necessary to sustain 
and expand program work.  
Here, he and PWF Executive Director Kristie 
Wrigglesworth talk story about their shared 
passion for this work and vision for the 
organization. 

Q: What do you see for the future of 
PWF’s efforts in Research, Education 
and Conservation?  

KW: Because of Greg Kaufman’s innovation  
40 years ago, PWF has had, and continues to 
have, a huge opportunity to collect research 
data and use it to educate and influence 
government bodies, business operators and 
the public on actions, choices and policies 

for the protection of 
whales and dolphins. 

Global conservation 
issues need more 
and immediate 
attention given 
the numerous 
climate change 
challenges we 
face. Because 

of our long-term 
research on marine 

debris and marine 
mammals, and our global 

network, PWF is in a good position to effect 
change in these areas.  

HS: Over the past 40 years, our researchers, 
educators and advocates have done an 
incredible job advancing our understanding 
of whales and dolphins and our ability to 
protect them. PWF’s team helped stop the 
practice of whaling as an ongoing participant 
in the International Whaling Commission’s 
(IWC) Scientific Committee, successfully 
listed the Hawaiʻi False Killer Whale on 
the endangered species list and educated 
thousands of local children to help build the 
next generation of leaders.  
Moving forward, we see tremendous 
opportunity to scale up existing program 
models in education and research, while 
also initiating new policy advocacy campaigns 
within our Conservation Program. The key 
to all of these efforts will be the creation of 
durable partnerships. 

Q: How do you view our international 
efforts and opportunity?  

KW: Considering PWF’s involvement at the 
IWC and the marine research it has been 
conducting globally for decades, I think PWF 
has always been an international organization. 
This was very important to the founder, 
Greg Kaufman. PWF is looking to strengthen 
its global voice with the recruitment of 
Marketing & Development Director Kelly 
McHugh-White and new Programs Director 
Harrison Schmitt.  
Research has always been at the heart of 
PWF, it guides everything we do. We have 
studied humpback whales in Hawaiʻi for 40 
years, in East Australia for 36 years and in 
Ecuador for 19 years. We study all dolphin 
species in Maui Nui, including one of only 
two endangered marine mammals in Hawaiʻi, 
the false killer whale. And we fund important 
blue whale research in Chile.  
PWF was instrumental in the Save the 
Whales movement, which saw the North 
Pacific humpback whale population come 
back from the brink of extinction. This is a 
huge success, but the problems facing our 
oceans today are more complicated than 
ever. This is why two of our major strategic 
priorities over the next five years is to 
produce impactful research, findings and 
outreach, and to continue to be a thought 
leader in international advocacy for the 
protection of whales and dolphins. We 
believe that we can make the most 
impact by taking a global approach. 
We know these goals are not possible 
unless we have strong partnerships and 
engaged supporters, which is another 
important strategic priority for us over 
the next five years. 

HS: International work has always been a 
central component of PWF’s mission, and we 
see enormous opportunities to expand on 
our rich history working in other countries.   
Building on our more than three decades of 
research in East Australia, we plan to create a 
new subsidiary based in Hervey Bay where we 
currently operate a whale watching operation 
that draws thousands of patrons to the area. 
As on Maui, 100% of the profits from our 
whale watching tours in Hervey Bay and any 
other donations raised for PWF-Australia will 
support projects in the local community to 
help advance marine conservation.   
In Ecuador, we’re studying injuries to marine 
mammals by determining the nature and 
impact of fisheries bycatch. Our goal is 
to develop alternatives to current fishing 
practices to mitigate human-related impacts 
to whales and dolphins.   
In Southern Chile, we will continue to support 
Centro de Conservacion Cetacea and their 
critical research on endangered blue whales.

Q: What resonates with you about PWF’s 
history and future? 

KW: PWF is an incredible organization. 
Not only is it operated by passionate 
scholars and supporters of marine life 
who have devoted their lives to protecting 
our oceans, its decision to create a social 
enterprise, PacWhale Eco-Adventures, 
ensures that all funds and assets will be 
used to achieve its mission to protect the 
ocean through science and advocacy and 
inspire environmental stewardship. There 
is no individual shareholder; all funds go 
to the nonprofit and to the mission. It is 
not very often that you come across an 
organization with long-term stability that is 
not only saving endangered species, but also 
inspiring 400,000 people a year to become 
ocean advocates. I believe the future of 
PWF’s Research, Education and Conservation 
programs has no bounds. We will continue 
to conduct meaningful research, educate 
and inspire the public, and fight to conserve 
our blue planet. The support of the people 
will always determine the fate of PWF, but 
what drives me personally is Greg’s choice 
40 years ago to stand up and fight for whales 
during a time when they were worth more 
dead than alive. 

HS: At its core, PWF has 
and will continue to 

be science-based 
and solutions-
oriented. With 
those core values 
guiding us, PWF’s 
most lasting 
legacy has been 

demonstrating 
to the world that 

responsible whale 
watching, economic 

growth and marine 
conservation go hand in hand. As a result 
of our unique social enterprise model, we 
employ close to 200 people on Maui and 
make s significant contribution to Hawaiʻi’s 
$14 billion tourism industry.   
I’ve been inspired by this track record 
and our team’s desire to think big, work 
hard and get things done. After 40 years 
of international leadership on marine 
conservation, we’re just getting started.

PWF LEADERS TALK STORYMAHALO NUI!

TOKENS OF APPRECIATION from the students of Kualapu’u School on Molokai. 



HOW AUSTRALIA’S FIRES CAN REMIND US TO PROTECT OUR OCEANS

Fire has played an important role in shaping the 
biodiversity of Australia over the last 2.5 million 
years, and anthropogenic fire management 
has been a part of the environment for tens of 
thousands of years. Its effects on forests can be 
helpful to a forest ecosystem, however, climate 
change influences the severity, frequency and 
magnitude of effects on the environment with 
broader implications for global impact. 

Since September 2019, at least 27 million acres 
of Australia has burned, making it one of the 
most extreme fire seasons on record. This 
follows the overwhelming evidence that climate 
change has increased the severity 
of otherwise regular climatic events.  

It’s important to remember that fire is natural 
for many Aussie habitats, with numerous plants 
and animals adapted to cope with fire. What 

they aren’t adapted to is the scale and intensity 
of these fires. Alongside the Great Barrier Reef 
and other reefs in the country, the subtropical 
Gondwana rainforest on the border of New 
South Wales and Queensland is listed as a world 
heritage site, a UNESCO selected site recognized 
as being important for the collective and 
preservative interest of humanity. 

Evaluation of the effects of the fires on this 
area are currently being studied, however the 
Australian Conservation Foundation believes 
that local and global inaction on climate 
change is supercharging bushfire seasons, 
leaving valuable natural resources and extreme 
biodiversity at risk of irreversible damage.

This has a wide range of implications on ocean 
ecosystems as well. When land is burned, it is 
largely wiped clean of trees, bushes and other 

effective sediment erosion mitigation cover, 
allowing subsequent rain events to cause 
sediment to travel easily into coastal waters. 

Maui has also experienced a more severe fire 
season than in previous years, and with our 
abundant and expansive fringing reefs and 
paralleled isolation, many of the same threats 
facing Australia’s natural resources are also 
facing Maui’s. More than five times as many 
acres were burned by wildfires last year in 
Maui County compared to the year before. 
About 25,000 acres burned in the 2019 season, 
and to give a sense of the rapid progression of 
climate change, only 1,300 acres burned just 15 
years ago in the 2005 season. However, unlike 
the vast landscape of Australia, Maui lands are 
less expansive and steep slopes commonly 
meet coastal waters, making our reefs 
extremely vulnerable to sediment runoff. 

It is clear that all of our planet’s ecosystems 
are connected in a very delicately interwoven 

balance, and one ecosystem’s destruction 
has severe implications for others. Pacific 
Whale Foundation is taking a variety of steps 
to further our understanding of these exact 
ecosystem interactions through our research, 
education and conservation work. One way 
we are advancing our current knowledge is 
our collaboration work with the University of 
Hawai‘i Hilo Marine Mammal Laboratory and 
University of Hawai‘i Manoa Marine Mammal 
Research Program. Together, we aim to better 
understand how climate change affects prey 
health, abundance and distribution for the 
humpback whales, and how these changes 
might be affecting their migration patterns. 
Having a holistic approach to understanding 
climate change helps guide conservation efforts 
and can create large-scale global solutions.

We as a community can make decisions that 
help to slow the acceleration of global climate 
change. Reducing our carbon footprint by 
choosing public transportation, walking  

or biking, eating less meat, and buying local 
whenever possible are just a few efforts 
we can immediately employ. We can also 
support organizations working to increase 
our understanding of climate change and 
its effects. 

To support Pacific Whale Foundation’s Research, 
Education and Conservation programs, we 
encourage you to consider making a donation, 
symbolically adopting a whale or dolphin, or 
becoming a member. Your support helps us to 
accomplish our mission of protecting the world’s 
oceans through science and advocacy, and to 
inspire environmental stewardship. 

Source: NASA satellite map of fires January 2020 
(arrow above indicates Great Barrier Reef location)

CONSERVATION PROGRAM NEWS

FISH CARD MATCH GAME (pg 8) ANSWERS:

A: HAWK FISH    B: BLUE-SPINE UNICORN FISH 
C: INDO PACIFIC SERGEANT MAJOR 
D: PARROT FISH    E: SLIPPER LOBSTER  
F: GOAT FISH    G: FROG FISH  
H: HUMUHUMUNUKUNUKUAPUA‘A  
I: YELLOW TANG    J: NUDIBRANCH  
K: BIG-EYED EMPEROR    L: GIANT TREVALLY
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“You have educated me for 20 years about whales and environmental issues and I support you annually 
in that effort. For me personally, I had the joy of going on a whale watch with your founder, Greg, before he passed.  
His enthusiasm and joy in what he did was infectious and I will support his legacy until my dying day.”  
— Christine Rossiter | Elkhorn, NE

IN MEMORY OF 
JOYCE KINDRED
Mahalo nui loa to the family of Joyce 

Kindred, who made a generous 
contribution to our research, 

education and conservation work 
in her loving memory. Joyce 
passed away on January 3rd. 
The donation is made in 
memory of Joyce by her family 
Scott & Doreen Kindred, 

Heather Kindred & Tom Kratsch, 
Jenifer Kindred, her five 

grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. Joyce made many trips 

to Hawai‘i throughout the years and always 
talked about spending time on Maui and on 
PacWhale Eco-Adventure cruises viewing the 
‘awesomeness’ of the humpback whales.

https://www.pacificwhale.org/conservation/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/
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SIGN THE PLEDGE

s i ngle-use plastics s i ngle-use plastics
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Over the past year, our RETHINK campaign has inspired many in 
our community to reconsider their consumption of single-use 
plastics in an ongoing effort to protect marine life. In response to 
the pervasiveness of single-use plastics in many sectors of everyday 
life, we’ve structured our suggestions for eco-friendly alternatives into 
easily accessible sections such as Green Events & 
Retail, Green Dining & Groceries and the upcoming 
Green Travel, Office & Home. Many of these 
suggested alternatives can be found at our Ocean 
Stores, whether visiting in person (as COVID-19 
restrictions lift) or online. While you’re perusing, 
keep an eye out for innovative products and 
concepts you might not typically consider as we 
entertain fresh ideas and new conservation strategies generated 
by our eco-warrior partners and followers. The following pages 
illustrate a portion of what we’ve implemented, but there’s much 
more to come. Stay tuned and please join us in spreading the 
RETHINK message!  PacificWhale.org/rethink

GREEN EVENTS & RETAIL GREEN DINING & GROCERIES GREEN TRAVEL, OFFICE & HOME

MAHALO NUI

https://www.pacificwhale.org/rethink/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/rethink/
https://www.athertonfamilyfoundation.org/
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MAUI WHALE FESTIVAL  |  2020
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Dating back to 1980, Maui Whale Festival was known as Whale Day, celebrated in a parking lot in central Kīhei. 
From sunrise to sunset, Maui residents and visitors celebrated the work of local environmentalist groups, 
live entertainment, food booths and family-friendly activities. In time, Whale Day grew beyond Pacific Whale 
Foundation’s wildest dreams, from 2,000 participants in its 10th year to 20,000 in its 37th, eventually requiring 
all of Kalama Park in Kīhei. Today, Maui Whale Festival is offered in several locations throughout Maui with major 
activities occurring on a weekly basis that allow residents and visitors many more opportunities for engagement - 
and - allow for a far more impactful, sustainable, healthy experience for PWF staff, volunteers and collaborators. 
2020 marked our 40th year of the Maui Whale Festival, now focused on the following goals: 

❶ Increase awareness of single use plastic use and teach alternatives to everyday items & behaviors 
❷ Develop new partnerships that broaden our work to protect the ocean and inspire environmental 

stewardship as a cohesive, community unit

❸ Teach children and adults about the aloha spirit and Aloha ʻĀina through events that put the public
at the focal point of real change for the health of our environment

Every Maui Whale Festival event is designed to bring together our global support system, build environmental 
awareness and share our love of marine animals and their ocean habitat. Through weekly opportunities for  
large-scale engagement, we collaborated with 83 community-based entertainers, small businesses, food vendors 
and conservation organizations. 2020 events engaged an additional 8,676 participants and 132 volunteers 
including racers from around the globe, placed on the pavement beside emerging run enthusiasts; local 
filmmakers who presented and talked story with event goers; local storytellers and youth entertainers;  
citizen-scientists who contributed to a worldwide database that is steering the course of humpback whale 
research; and local artisans, entertainers, food vendors, conservation partners and more, offering opportunities 
for engagement, memories and new lessons.

1. Keiki raise plastic pollution 
awareness in the 40th annual
Whale Day Parade 
2. Filmmakers Selket 
Kaufman, Rebecca Platt, 
Andrew Raak and presenter 
David Scholfield 
3. John Cruz rocks the boat 
at a special Concert Cruise 
performance 
4. Kristie Wrigglesworth and 
Board Chair Wayne White 
‘Running & Walking
for Whales’  
5. All eyes fixed on the screen 
at our 4th annual World Whale 
Film Festival  
6. PWF Certified Marine 
Naturalists demonstrate 
a breach with a life-size 
inflatable whale 
7. Citizen scientists gather 
valuable data during The 
Great Whale Count, ongoing 
since 1995

7

“I was honored to emcee Pacific Whale 
Foundation’s 40th anniversary World 
Whale Film Festival. Growing up on 
Maui, I have always been connected to 
the ocean and the life within it. My first 
name means ‘the spirit of the ocean is 
calm’ and like many of PWF’s supporters 
and staff, the ocean is where I feel most 
at home. Of course, we want to protect 
the things we love and that is why I have 
been involved with PWF since interning 
with the organization when I was in 
middle school. As a native Hawaiian my 
reverence for koholā is in my DNA and 
I believe we have a kuleana to protect 
and mālama the koholā as they are the 
kinolau (physical form) of Kanaloa, god 
of the ocean. 

Gathering in person really matters. 
Coming together for a specific reason—
in this case, to experience these films 
together, helps us to feel more connected 
and inspired. Taking in these films in a 
group allows for the exchange of 
information and ideas before and after 
the films. Plus it’s more fun! We will 
remember seeing koholā on a big screen, 
hearing their deep voices in a way that 
sends sounds waves through our bodies. 
You can’t get that experience through a 
video posted online.” 

— Kaimana Brummel
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https://www.mauiwhalefestival.org/
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“Whale, whale, whale... some 
humpback whale flukes”  
– @hlk_creative

“To experience magical Maui 
with my amazing mom has 
been the ultimate gift.” 
– @lexvamore

“Mahalo to all who came out to 
celebrate with us!” 
–  @mauitumblers

On a winter’s day in 2018, as the waters off Maui teemed with migrating humpback 
whales, ocean conservationist and founder of the nonprofit Pacific Whale 
Foundation, Greg Kaufman, lost his battle with brain cancer. He was 63 years old. 
News of his death rolled across communities like a wave gone rogue leaving some 
in its wake struggling to make sense of a flame extinguished before its time.  

Kaufman lived life pedal to the metal with no rearview mirror. A tireless activist and 
advocate for whales and other marine mammals, he was brilliant, passionate and 
determined; he was also demanding, confrontational and stubborn. An unapologetic 
visionary, Kaufman sparked a mission into a movement and transformed a handful 

of whale enthusiasts into a 501(c)3 powerhouse respected globally for its 
research, education and conservation programs.  

As a leader in ocean conservation and one of Maui’s largest 
employers, Pacific Whale Foundation and its social enterprise 
subsidiary, PacWhale Eco-Adventures, draw considerable media 
attention. As the face of the organization, Kaufman tolerated the 
spotlight’s glare but was far more interested in tracking whales 
than chasing fame.  

According to his widow, PWF’s Visual Communications Specialist 
Selket Kaufman, his star power shined brightest when immersed in his 

work. “Greg didn’t care about being the center of attention,” she explains. 
“He just wanted to get things done.”  

And get things done he did. Under Kaufman’s leadership, PWF developed educational 
programs and conservation campaigns confronting the multiple threats marine 
mammals face due to human activity. He dictated that science and data-driven 
research drive the organization’s conservation and advocacy efforts, positioning PWF 

MEET OUR SUPPORTERS

OUR ANNIVERSARY COLLECTION

In honor of our 40th Anniversary, we have released a new eco-product line of limited-edition items at the Ocean Store. These include insulated water 
bottles, clothing, hats, stickers and more — each designed to help celebrate the legacy of PWF and its mission to protect the ocean through science and 
advocacy while inspiring environmental stewardship. All of the profits generated by our Ocean Stores are retained by PWF and used to further its mission. 

visit us at store.PacificWhale.org

A VOICE FOR WHALES | CRAFTING THE LEGACY OF GREG KAUFMAN

as a global authority on whales and ocean stewardship. In addition 
to expanding its reach to include Australia and Ecuador, PWF 
spearheaded the annual Great Whale Count on Maui; coordinated 
educational outreach in schools on Maui and in Hervey Bay, Australia; and 

instigated “citizen science” 
projects, beach cleanups, 
marine debris monitoring 
programs and other 
initiatives — still actively 
thriving today. 

But there is more to do. 
Selket vowed that Kaufman’s 
life and the legacy he forged 
would never be forgotten. 
“I wanted to honor 
my husband and his 
accomplishments,” she says. 
“Because most people didn’t 

have the privilege to really know him, I wanted to create something for 
current and future PWF Members and supporters to remember him by.” 
His story needed to be told, and she would be the one to tell it. 

Selket worked together with PWF Executive Director Kristie 
Wrigglesworth and the leadership team to flesh out a strategy for 
the film’s release. A documentary on Kaufman coinciding with the 
organization’s 40th anniversary in 2020 would really sweeten the 
celebration while paying tribute to Kaufman’s legacy. This gave Selket 
two short years to chronicle one very big life. 

“I honestly didn’t know if I would get the film done in time,” she admits. 
“It was an intensely personal and bittersweet undertaking — such a gift 
to be able to tell his story.”

Still mourning the loss of her husband, Selket scoured every inch of 
available archives, including Kaufman’s personal and family records. From 
VHS and Beta tapes to news clippings yellow with age, she left no stone 
unturned. She listened to hours and hours of recorded conversations, 
leafed through stacks of binders and albums, and reached out to 
Kaufman’s longtime friends and colleagues. 

The deeper she dove into Kaufman’s life and work, the more she 
appreciated his intolerance for mediocrity. “When I saw all the stuff he 
had to deal with on a constant basis, I understood why he had to be tough 
and didn’t have time for bull,” she observes. “He believed in working hard 
to get things done the right way rather than talking about it.”

Beneath Kaufman’s seemingly hard shell, however, beat a benevolent 

heart rich with love and compassion. “He really inspired me,” Selket 
reveals. “He cared for the environment — even more than he cared for 
himself. He always had to make sure, in his own way, that everyone else 
was okay for him to be okay.” 

Selket asked Hawaiian cultural practitioner Kimokeo Kapahulehua, whom 
she met when he spoke at Kaufman’s memorial service, to be the film’s 
narrator. The rich timbre of his voice reciting from the Chant of Creation 
would complement ethereal images of earth, sea and sky as they unfurl 
during the film’s opening frames. 

Once the film had legs and a strong backbone, Selket weighted it with 
people and supportive materials to provide the ballast of credibility. Her 
carefully curated sources included PWF board members Eric Brown and 
Kevin Wood, naturalists and scientists with long histories of working with 
Kaufman, cultural practitioners and even a Tongan princess. 

“I ended up with more information than I could use and had to put a lot 
on the chopping block,” she remembers. “I knew I needed to focus only 
on Greg, his journey and his accomplishments.” And that’s exactly what 
she did. 

What began as a kernel of an idea heavy with expectation was now a fully 
formed 20-minute biopic entitled A Voice for Whales. As scheduled, the 
film premiered this year at PWF’s fourth annual World Whale Film Festival 
where it received not one, but two standing ovations. It also received 
the prestigious Award of Excellence at The Best Shorts Film Competition, 
was selected for the Made in Hawai‘i Film Festival 2020 and is an official 
selection for the Toronto Documentary Short Film Festival. 

“Random people were coming up to me, thanking me for making this 
film,” she recalls. “There was this this incredible rush of relief knowing 
I had finally finished this important chapter,” Selket remembers. “I even 
felt Greg there with me.” 

A Voice for Whales is everything a legacy film should be. Uplifting and 
bittersweet, the film will tug at your heartstrings and may even trip 
an emotional trigger or two. Best of all, you’ll walk away with better 
understanding of who Greg Kaufman really was.

“I hope it teaches younger generations about the importance of 
standing up for what’s right. We have to stop saying things like, 
‘That’s not my problem ’or ‘let someone else deal with it.’ Everyone has 
the power to make the world a better place. Greg was just a regular guy 
from Oregon who decided he wanted to make a difference and look 
what he accomplished.”  

To view A Voice for Whales, visit vimeo.com/392294032 

https://vimeo.com/392294032
https://store.pacificwhale.org/
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Fueled by a singular vision that 

employs science and data-driven 

research to educate the public 

and raise awareness about whales 

and their ocean environment, 

Greg Kaufman founded the nonprofit 

Pacific Whale Foundation (PWF) in 

1980 on the island of Maui. A mere 

four years later, he spearheaded the first photo-ID 

studies of humpback whales in Australia — critical 

research that continues to this day in concert with 

ongoing projects on Maui, as well as in Ecuador 

and Chile. Under Greg’s leadership, PWF developed 

education programs and conservation campaigns 

identifying the threats marine mammals face from 

human activities. Included among PWF’s numerous 

efforts and initiatives are the annual Great Whale 

Count on Maui; coordinated educational outreach 

in schools on Maui and in Hervey Bay, Australia; 

promotion of “citizen science” projects; beach 

cleanups; pollution reduction programs; coral reef 

monitoring and protection activities; and training 

programs for marine tourism operators. Funds for 

PWF’s wide-ranging conservation strategies rely 

heavily on its “social enterprise” model. A separate 

for-profit subsidiary operating as PacWhale Eco-

Adventures runs whale watches, snorkel excursions, 

sunset cruises and multiple public events throughout 

the year. All profits from these activities support 

PWF’s Research, Education and Conservation 

programs. Although Greg passed away in 2018, 

he left an enduring legacy of care and compassion 

for whales, the ocean and sea life in general. In his 

memory, this robust and innovative organization 

remains fervently committed to its core mission and the 

tireless advancement of PWF’s fundamental principles, 

practices and values that, while forged nearly 40 

years ago, are more relevant today than ever. 

GREG KAUFMAN — age 27
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS OF CARE AND COMPASSION

https://www.pacificwhale.org/


CHAMPION | $5,000 & above
Helping to protect endangered marine 
mammal species from extinction

HUMANITARIAN | $2,500 - $4,999
International programs and humpback whale research

ADVOCATE | $1,000 - $2,499
Advocacy work on behalf of the marine environment

EDUCATOR | $500 - $999
Preparing our youth to become ocean stewards

CONSERVATIONIST | $250 - $499
Coastal marine debris monitoring to protect ocean habitats

INDIVIDUAL | $75
($55 for seniors age 60 and above)

FAMILY | $125
(2 adults plus children under 18 years of age)

As an organization of the people, our MEMBERSHIP program 
exemplifies the value of relationships to our work. Creating 
a community of ocean ambassadors through special online 
discussions with our Programs teams, regular communications 
regarding project progress and results, participatory-driven benefits 
such as discounted whale and dolphin watches and more, we aim to 
connect a strong network of protectors. Join as a Member today!

Membership benefits include ecotours and VIP boarding, Member 
tee shirts and totes, exclusive invitations to special and online 
events, FREE newsletter subscription, Members-only access, 20% 
discount on PacWhale Eco-Adventures + Ocean Stores + Ocean 
Camp enrollment, $20 discount at Northshore Zipline, 10% discount 
at Maui Ocean Center, 10% discount at Maui Sports Unlimited, and 
more! Visit PacificWhale.org/member. 

CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS
• Blue Whale Research in Chile
• Spinner Dolphin Research in Hawai‘i
• Humpback Whale Research in Ecuador, Australia and Hawai‘i 
• False Killer Whale Research in Hawai‘i

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
• Keiki Whalewatch
• Ocean Camp
• Plastic Pollution Solutions
• Outreach Information Stations

CONSERVATION INITIATIVES
• Coastal Marine Debris Monitoring Program
• International Coastal Cleanup Day
• Adopt-A-Highway & Volunteers on Vacation 
• RETHINK Single-Use Plastics

ANNUAL EVENTS
• Maui Whale Festival (mauiwhalefestival.org)
• Earth Day & World Oceans Day
• Welcome Home the Whales
• Annual Online Auction

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT
• Greg Kaufman Scholarship Fund 
• Carole Carlsen, PhD Scholarship Fund 
• Corporate Giving Program & Team Building for Good
• Amazon SMILE, and Give Aloha 
• Giving Tuesday 
• Pacific Whale Foundation Annual Campaign
• Private Boat Charter
• In-Kind Gifts, Discounts and Volunteer Support
• Planned Giving
• Custom Collaboration 

For groups and individuals seeking specialized support 
opportunities, our GIVING programs invite participation through 
campaigns, events and grants. These include Research appeals for 
equipment and specific projects, Education program sponsorship 
opportunities for schools and communities in need, and 
Conservation campaigns that advocate for robust environmental 
protection measures. Donate now to support an item below!

Pacific Whale Foundation is a nonprofit tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization: federal 
tax ID number 99-0207417. Your donation is U.S. tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.

MEMBERSHIP GIVING

PacificWhale.org/you-can-help
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Monthly contributions are a significant part of the sustaining force behind our Research, Education and Conservation programs. We are 
grateful for these special friends who donate regularly and stand alongside us as we work to protect our ocean and its marine life. 
On behalf of Pacific Whale Foundation, we thank the following monthly donors for their committed generosity.

Barbara Codd

Starr E. Naines

Paul Forstell

Christine Chaney

Lynette Birney

Pamela Creedon

Tracy Lieberman

Sandi Hebley

Phyllis Rustin

Linda Delcambre

Shannon Walker

Michael & Michelle Biggs

Jen Hansen

Denise Birch

Victoria Mogilevsky

Sheila Vashi

Kerry Born Larios

Raymond Franco

Nadia Leal

Perry Polk

MaryKate Rosack

Susan Harrison

We also deeply appreciate everyone who contributed to our #GivingTuesdayNow Mini Auction, from the local artisans and small business 
that donated auction items to those who actively participated in the auction or promoted the event to friends and family. We’d like to  
congratulate and thank the following donors who placed a winning bid. We simply couldn’t have done it without you.

Cathleen Treiber

Neil Dunlop

Bobi Lynch

Shelby Serra

Dana Hybl

Margaret Yott

David Hay

Lori Taylor

Dana Brett-Levy

James Doran

Kathleen Ockenfels

Connie Duncan

Rhonda Holder

Christoph Schulte

Dawn Geers

Juli Chavez

Jennifer Booker

Maureen Williams

Natalie Bay

Shannon Harris

Lon Schmidt

Doug French

Carleen Dierking

Deb Merrill

Robin Craig

Penny Shanley

Suzanne Silverstein

Melanie Stough

Larry Klar

Sharon Kahn

Kelly Meyer

Stephen Burke

Laura Marks

Betsy Sagnes

Sharon Kahn

Dr Mary Trotto

Jennifer Meyers

Trudy Beard

Linda Gustafson

Jennifer Soule

John Hettle

Janice Jordan

Julie Beal-Wilson

Thomas Floyd

Lynn Rose

Michael Bellchambers

Robin Craig

Dana Cooper-Hayes

Heidimarie Traub

Kimaree Estes

James Abner  

Cynthia Allen

Kaye Lange

Cathy Linn

Andrea Keller Blazic

Sue Harrison

Bethany Meaney-Hoffman

If you would like to become a monthly donor or have questions about monthly giving, please contact SusanRhee@pacificwhale.org or 
(808) 856-8317.

https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/become-member-renew-membership/?utm_source=membership-and-giving-brochure&utm_medium=print
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/
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CONTACT INFO HERE

Pacific Whale Foundation  
300 Ma‘alaea Road, Suite 211 | Wailuku, HI 96793 
PacificWhale.org | (808) 201-1983

Connect with Pacific Whale Foundation at

Printing: SpectraColor | Printed on FSC certified paper

WHO WE ARE
With a mission to protect the ocean through science and advocacy 
and to inspire environmental stewardship, Pacific Whale Foundation 
(PWF) conducts Research, Education and Conservation programs 
for the communities in which it serves. Founded by Greg Kaufman 
in 1980 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to saving 
the world’s whales from extinction, PWF now operates a 
social enterprise that offers fee-based programs and services 
through PacWhale Eco-Adventures to support its nonprofit 
work. Combined with memberships, donations, charitable grants 
and a remarkable group of dedicated volunteers, PWF now reaches 
more than 400,000 individuals each year through its Maui and 
Australia offices and research projects in Ecuador and Chile.

WHAT WE DO
RESEARCH 
Bona-fide, peer-reviewed 
research on marine animals 
and marine debris in Hawai‘i, 
Australia, Chile and Ecuador

EDUCATION 
Award-winning ecotours, 
camps, workshops and keiki 
whalewatches with schools

CONSERVATION 
Citizen-science Coastal Marine 
Debris Monitoring Program (FREE 
clean-up kits available) and the 
RETHINK campaign

10 WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
ADOPT
Your love for humpback and false killer whales, dolphins and turtles 
can be expressed with a donation in a number of ways – and helps 
to make a world of difference.  

PARTICIPATE 
Each month we offer a calendar of free opportunities, including 
free Haleakalā excursions, Coastal Marine Debris Monitoring 
Programs and more.  

JOIN 
As a Member, you connect with a large and dynamic family working 
to protect the world’s marine wildlife and our shared ocean.   

EXPLORE 
Visit PacificWhale.org and our Whale & Dolphin Tracker mobile 
app to access a wealth of information for remote participation 
in our programs and services.  

LEARN 
Pass it on! Our informational campaigns are designed to 
encourage green practices that offer ready-to-use solutions 
for environmental issues. Register for email updates at 
PacificWhale.org/mailing-list to get involved.  

ENROLL 
Seasonal Ocean Camps and Plastic Pollution Solutions educate, 
inspire and motivate the next generation to care for our 
environment, and to have a lot of fun doing it.  

VOLUNTEER 
Offer your in-kind services to assist our Research, Education, 
Conservation, special events or fundraising teams – or – check  
out our Volunteers on Vacation offerings (FREE).
 

DONATE
Your contributions directly fund our nonprofit Research, 
Education and Conservation programs, geared to encourage a 
global community of people who care about the future of our 
planet’s oceans. 
 

CRUISE 
Hop aboard one of our “floating classrooms,” where every Marine 
Naturalist has collegiate-level science experience and has been 
recruited specifically to offer the greatest possible Eco-Adventure.   

SHOP 
Empower philanthropy and social good by shopping at our 
physical or online Ocean Stores. With proceeds directly 
supporting our nonprofit programs, your spending power 
makes you a conscious consumer.

Did you know that two of our PacWhale Eco-Adventure vessels now run 
completely on biodiesel from Pacific Biodiesel Technologies? We are working 
towards a goal to make all of our vessels run on this MUCH more eco-friendly 
fuel! Increased CO2 in the atmosphere is a major threat to all marine life, as it 
causes ocean acidification and ocean temperatures to rise.

Gregory D. Kaufman 
Founder 
12/24/54 - 2/10/18 

A VOICE FOR WHALES

https://www.pacificwhale.org/pacific-whale-foundation/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/mailing-list/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/pacific-whale-foundation/
https://www.facebook.com/PacificWhaleFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/pacificwhalefoundation/
https://twitter.com/PacificWhale
http://www.spectracolorinc.com/
https://us.fsc.org/en-us
https://www.pacificwhale.org/cruises/
https://store.pacificwhale.org/



