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False killer whales are a large species of dolphin and one of a group of dolphins known as the “blackfish” (see p.4). 
Our research focuses on the Main Hawaiian Islands insular population which has fewer than 200 individuals, 
of which very few are females capable of breeding. We could not do this research without the continued help 
from the Maui on-water community and by our Pacific Whale Foundation Members and supporters.   
Learn more at PacificWhale.org/research/hawaii  [NMFS Research Permit # 21321]

https://www.pacificwhale.org/research/hawaii/
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Thank you for your continued support and partnership in protecting 

the ocean through science and advocacy and inspiring environmental 

stewardship. If you have been lucky enough to experience the pure magic 

of a humpback whale breach, have witnessed a female whale caring for its 

calf, or have enjoyed a pod of dolphins playing, you know these animals are 

worth fighting for. Protecting marine species is not only the right thing 

to do, our own survival depends on it. We are proud to be celebrating 

our 40th year of service protecting these animals and look forward to another 40 years and beyond

During our third quarter, we continued to promote socially-responsible whalewatching in Hawai‘i, Australia 

and Ecuador. In Australia, we focused our data collection on documenting the effects of commercial 

“Swim With Whales” programs, which is a new trend that is spreading across the whalewatching industry, 

and there is concern about potential negative impacts on such activity. We look forward to providing 

recommendations and guidelines based on our research in the near future.

In Ecuador, as in many other parts of the world, strandings caused by fishing gear entanglement continue 

to be a major cause of death for whales and dolphins. We are working with the International Whaling 

Commission and Ecuadorian Government to provide entanglement response training for this region. 

We have been conducting research in Ecuador for 18 years and have the largest identification catalog in 

Latin America. We will continue to collect historical information on whales and their migration patterns 

in this area.

In Hawai‘i, we experienced record temperatures this summer and witnessed another coral bleaching 

event. Advocating for reef-safe sunscreen and use of biofuel are two ways we are fighting to protect 

our coral and to stop climate change.

Thank you for doing your part to stay informed about the environmental issues concerning our oceans 

and marine mammals. We are inspired by our Members and supporters every single day. This is why we 

will never stop researching, educating and inspiring others to protect whales and dolphins.

Thank you for being on this journey with Pacific Whale Foundation, together we can make a difference 

in the future of our blue planet!

Kristie Wrigglesworth 

Executive Director, Pacific Whale Foundation

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  P A C I F I C  W H A L E  F O U N D A T I O N

2020

RUN & WALK FOR WHALES 
SAT, FEB 1 

MAUI HARBOR SHOPS, MA‘ALAEA

WORLD WHALE FILM FESTIVAL 
FRI, FEB 14 

IAO THEATER, WAILUKU

ECO CRUISES 
WHALE PHOTO SAFARI, VIP CRUISES 

& DAILY WHALEWATCHES 

CONCERT CRUISES 
SAT, FEB 8 • 9 • 15 • 22 
MA‘ALAEA & LAHAINA

TRAIL OF THE WHALE 
PAPAWAI POINT • DAILY 

WAILEA BEACH MARRIOTT • WED & FRI 
MAUI OCEAN CENTER • TUE & THU

GREAT WHALE COUNT 
JAN 25 • FEB 29 • MAR 28 
12 MAUI SURVEY SITES

& PARADE OF WHALES

Maui Whale Festival brings together an international audience of thousands 
to celebrate the 3,000-mile homecoming of Maui’s humpback whales. 

Join us as we celebrate our 40TH year of marine Research, Education and Conservation.

4 0 T H  A N N U A L

In partnership with Hawaiian Islands Humpback 
Whale National  Marine Sanctuary, Hawai‘i 
Division  of Aquatic Resources, and Whale Trust

SAT, FEB 8 
KALAMA PARK, KĪHEI

A  N E W  A N D  E XC I T I N G  C O L L A B O R AT I O N 

Protecting the ocean through science and advocacy and inspiring environmental stewardship

MauiWhaleFestival.org

https://www.pacificwhale.org/
https://www.mauiwhalefestival.org/
https://twitter.com/PacificWhale
https://www.facebook.com/PacificWhaleFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/pacificwhalefoundation/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/
http://www.spectracolorinc.com/


RESEARCH PROGRAM NEWS: MAUI

       WHY DO WHALES STRAND?
MASS STRANDING OF 10 PYGMY KILLER WHALES 

Recently on Maui, we saw a mass stranding of 10 pygmy killer whales (Feresa attenuata) that was highly 
shared throughout local news and social media. As part of our volunteer involvement in NOAA Fisheries’ 
Marine Mammal Response Network, our Research team was called to assist with the event. 

Whales and dolphins found aground or near shore and unable to get back out to sea and said to be stranded. 
A stranded animal can be alive or deceased, and be either single (one animal) or mass (multiple animals). 

Single strandings involve one animal, or a mother and calf. Single strandings can result from being trapped by 
falling tides, or exhaustion after becoming entangled, but the vast majority of these are caused by an illness 
or injury. These strandings almost always result in the death of the animal despite the efforts of rescuers. 

Mass strandings involve more than one animal and can be hundreds of animals. Theories for why mass 
strandings occur include whales becoming disoriented and lost, frightened by predators, harassed by 
humans, or affected by disease. Mass strandings pose a significant problem for rescuers, and whales often 
suffer injuries during stranding (for example, cutting themselves on rock or coral). These events are a major 
challenge for authorities to deal with effectively and humanely. Mass strandings are a naturally occurring 
phenomena and some species are prone to mass strand. These events generally have very little impact on 
the survival of a species.

What do I do? 
If you see a stranded whale it is important to not act yourself, but instead contact the appropriate authorities. 
In Hawaiʻi, stranded or entangled animals should be reported to NOAA Fisheries by calling their hotline: 
(888) 256-9840. Responders are highly trained and know how to handle marine mammals and minimize further
stress. Important scientific information can be gained from strandings. It can be used to help researchers and 
managers understand why whales strand and how to better manage future events.

WHAT IS A PYGMY KILLER WHALE?
Feresa attenuata, commonly known as the pygmy killer whale, is 
a member of the dolphin family. Very little is known about them 
because they are rarely seen and therefore not well studied. They 
live year-round in the Hawaiian Islands but are a deep water species. 
Adults are between 6-7 feet in length and are usually found in small 
groups of 5-25 individuals. They are commonly mistaken for melon-
headed whales and other members of the “blackfish” family. 

PWF INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS 
Strandings have steadily increased on the Australian east coast, likely 
a combination of an increased whale population and an increase in 
the number of researchers recording strandings. PWF Chief Biologist, 
Stephanie Stack, and select volunteers have completed a training 
on responding to strandings in Australia from the Organization for 
the Rescue and Research of Cetaceans (ORCA) and our Director 
of Australian Operations, Andrew Ellis, has completed training for 
stranding and entanglement response from TAFE NSW and the 
Department of Environment.  

In Ecuador, we are working with the IWC’s bycatch mitigation 
initiative to offer Ecuador boat operators a training on entanglement 
responses in the future and making a point to document all stranded 
and/or entangled whales and dolphins in order to have accurate data.  
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12-18ft • Typically resting at the surface or traveling
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into multiple sub-groups
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or traveling • Groups of ~11

15-20ft • Fast moving & acrobatic • Known to bowride
Groups of ~12-18 • Typically spread over many miles

BLACKFISH I.D. CARD

A worker handles a pygmy killer whale stranded on a Maui beach on August 29. 
(MATTHEW THAYER photo/AP)

BLACKFISH I.D. CARD

REMINDER
If called for support during 
a stranding event, Pacific 
Whale Foundation acts 
under the direction of 
NOAA Fisheries - who has 
jurisdiction over these 
species. The Marine 
Animal Emergency 
Hotline can be reached 
at (888) 256-9840.

The Marine Mammal 
Protection Act designates 
NOAA Fisheries’ Office 
of Protected Resources 
as the lead agency to 
coordinate emergency 
responses to sick, injured, 
distressed, or dead 
seals, sea lions, dolphins, 
porpoises, and whales. 
As part of NOAA Fisheries 
Marine Mammal Health 
and Stranding Response 
team, Pacific Whale 
Foundation is regularly 
called in to help with 
trained responders.

By studying strandings, 
we learn more about 
these animals and ways 
to better protect them. 
Studying strandings 
gives us important 
information about the 
health of our oceans.

Please remember to 
stay at least 50 feet 
away and to keep your 
dogs leashed. Do not 
attempt to touch, move 
or feed a stranded 
marine mammal. 

MAHALO NUI
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INSTAGRAM POSTS FROM DOWN UNDER SHARE YOUR LOVE @PACIFICWHALEOZ

swimmers (3) use the findings from the study to help to guide ‘best 
practices’ for tour operators conducting this commercial activity 
and provide recommendations to managers to inform future 
decision-making.

What is the best part of your job?  
Because I am a whale nerd, one of the best parts of my job is studying 
different species of marine mammals and being able to observe their 
different behaviors. While I have been in Hervey Bay, I have seen 
three species of marine mammals I have never encountered before: 
dugongs, Australian humpback dolphins, and southern right whales! 
I have also been able to see some exciting and different humpback 
whale behaviors. The whales use this area as a resting stop on their 
migration, so some of the interactions are unique and differ from 
what is observed in their feeding or breeding grounds.

Another thing I love about my job is that, as part of doing the Hervey 
Bay Swim-With-Whales Impact Study I get to engage with passengers. 
I have enjoyed being able to share our work with them and see the 
inspiration that comes with seeing humpback whales in the wild. 
After coming on our research trip, many of the passengers have a 
greater connection, appreciation, and knowledge for these animals. 
I am proud of both how impactful the work that we are doing will be 
for the humpback whales and that we can empower our passengers 
to advocate for the whales and the ocean. 

What does a typical day of research look like in Hervey Bay? 
What should people expect on the SWW trip?  
These trips leave the harbor at 7 am and I assist the captain and crew 
in trying to locate a pod of humpback whales. Once we spot whales, 
my research intern, Luke, and I gather our research equipment and 
get ready to start our behavioral observations. The study is designed 
to collect the data using a “Before”, “During” and “After” structure. 
Prior to any swimmers entering the water, we collect data for a 15 
minute “Before” interval. Throughout that time we continuously 
record detailed behavior observations of the pod, the distance of the 
whales from the vessel, and collect photo-ID of the animals while the 
swimmers prepare to enter the water. Once the “ Before” interval is 
complete, and regulations allow, the skipper and I give the signal and 
the passengers slowly and quietly enter the water holding onto the 
mermaid line. Then, we continue our data collection on the behavior 
of the whales “During” the swim activity. When the swimmers exit 
the water, the same data collection continues for a 15 minute 
“After” interval. When we return, we spend time in our office 
downloading and processing the photos and data we collected 
throughout the day. 

SWIM-WITH-WHALES IMPACT STUDY
Approved by the Australian government 
in 2017 as a commercial activity, 
swimming with whales is an emerging 
form of tourism worldwide that is 
swiftly gaining interest. In Hervey Bay, 
Queensland, several companies offer 
tours for passengers to enter the water 
with humpback whales while following 
regulations set by the Queensland 
Government. With a goal to understand 

and monitor this new activity, Pacific Whale Foundation initiated 
the Hervey Bay Swim-with-Whales Impact Study, a scientific study 
in 2018 to assess possible impacts on humpback whale behavior in 
Hervey Bay. Having researched humpback whales in eastern Australia 
since the 1980s, PWF has a long-term dataset that provides valuable 
baseline information on whales in Hervey Bay and their behavior in 
the area. Here, we interview PWF Research Biologist Grace Olson 
while on assignment in Hervey Bay. 

What is your role in this research project? 
My job is to collect systematic data for our Hervey Bay Swim-With-
Whales Impact Study. To do this, our subsidiary company, PWF 
Eco Adventures Australia is offering a special trip that allows 
passengers to participate in our research so I may collect data about 
this form of tourism. I also join swim-with-whale trips offered by 
other tour operators in the Bay so I can collect a robust data set, and 
I am grateful to them for allowing me on board. For this project, I 
work with a research intern to collect behavioral observations before, 
during, and after the passengers enter the water with the humpback 
whales, as well as photo-identification and sighting data throughout 
the encounter.

Why does PWF want to study the effects of this activity?  
Worldwide, few studies that have looked at the effects of this form of 
tourism activity on large whales, and the impact on humpback whales 
in Hervey Bay are unknown. The International Whaling Commission’s 
Scientific Committee has recommended that research should be 
conducted anywhere a swim-with-whales activity is taking place to 
monitor the possible impact on individuals, groups and populations. 
So, PWF decided to take the lead here in Hervey Bay. The goals of this 
study are to (1) better understand if whales change their behavior 
due to the presence of humans in the water (2) identify factors, if 
any, that may influence changes in whale behavior in response to 

What is something people would be surprised to learn about 
being a whale researcher? 
While I love being on the boat and studying whales and dolphins, 
many people would be surprised to learn that being in the field and 
collecting data is only a small part of my job. I enjoy conducting 
fieldwork to collect data; however, the most important work occurs 
in our office. In the office, I work closely with the rest of the research 
team and spend many hours processing data, managing large photo-
ID databases, conducting data analysis, and working on scientific 
manuscripts to share the results of our studies. 

How can people support this project or become involved? 
Pacific Whale Foundation would not be able to complete the data 
collection for our Hervey Bay Swim-With-Whales Impact Study 
without members of the public participating in the immersive 
activity. This trip has room for nine swimmers to participate in the 
in-water activity each run, with room for other passengers to come 
on board and join as observers. 

Members of the public can also download and use our free app, 
Whale & Dolphin Tracker, to submit information on wildlife sightings 
from any location in the world to contribute to a global database of 
marine sightings. This mobile application (app) was conceived by the 
researchers at Pacific Whale Foundation as a low-cost way to collect 
standardized data about whales and dolphins. This app is freely 
available on both the App Store and Google Play.

Another way to be involved with Pacific Whale Foundation’s research 
is to donate your whale photographs to our photo-ID catalogue! We 
seek high-resolution photographs along with the date and location 
your whale was sighted. By donating your photo, you will help us 
monitor life history traits, population trends, and habitat use patterns 
of whales and dolphins in our study locations.

Research conducted opportunistically aboard PWF Eco-Adventures 
Australia’s commercial vessel and whales were not approached 
closer than 100 meters, per Australian regulations. Learn more at 
PacificWhale.com.au
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RESEARCH PROGRAM NEWS: AUSTRALIA
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https://pacificwhale.com.au/


MONSTA X NAMES A WHALE!
Fans of the South Korean K-pop group, MONSTA X, recently named one of the whales 

in our catalog in honor of the singer Lee Minhyuk. They chose the name Monbebe; 
a combination of two words, "mon" and "bebe," which means “my baby” in French and 

is neither male nor female. It is also the name of the fan club, who feel passionately about 
protecting the ocean because, in their words, “Earth often is referred as ʻthe blue planet’ and 

water pollution is a huge problem that not only harms the species which are living in it, but also those 
that live on land, including humans. Whales are very important in the marine ecosystem and they are 

Lee Minhyuk’s favorite animals, as well. For Minhyuk, whales have a symbolic meaning and he believes 
whales can bring him and his loved ones to places where he wants to be, whether health or success.”

  You can adopt Monbebe or others today at PacificWhale.org/adopt and help support the ongoing research 
efforts at Pacific Whale Foundation, which enables us to compile long-term information on humpback whales 
to help understand their social behaviors, migratory patterns, and life spans.
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RESEARCH PROGRAM NEWS: AUSTRALIA

       IN THE FIELD
SUCCESSFUL FIELD RESEARCH IN ECUADOR 
 
Research fieldwork in Ecuador successfully wrapped up last month. 
There were 183 research trips conducted, 1,205 humpback whales 
sighted, and 364 whales identified with 11 re-sightings. Now the 
cataloging begins! Dr. Cristina Paola Castro, PWF Ecuador Research 
Director, shared her appreciation with all our wonderful donors saying, 
“Thank you very much, without you this would not be possible.”

RESEARCH PROGRAM NEWS: ECUADOR

INTERVIEW WITH FRASER COAST MAYOR 
IN AUSTRALIA
Pacific Whale Foundation Eco-Adventures Australia was proud to 
partner with Fraser Coast Mayor George Seymour for a special day 
of VIP cruises this season. 

“Mayor Seymour is an active Mayor and very interested in 
conservation,” remarks Australia Operations Director Andrew 
Ellis, “we are thrilled that he wants to be more involved as an 
ambassador for the whales. It’s great when our civic leaders are 
behind the protection of our onshore and marine environments 
and show support for our industry by giving up a day to meet all 
of our passengers.”

Mayor, what inspired you to partner with PWF for this special 
whale watching event? 
As a community, the Fraser Coast is very proud of our relationship 
with whales and the research that PWF does in the waters around 
us.  I am keen to raise the profile of whale watching and research – it 
should form a key part of Hervey Bay’s identity. There is still a lot to 
learn about these whales that visit us each year and it is great that 
this research is happening in our region.

What was your favorite part of the day? 
Whale watching is one of the most special and magical experiences 
imaginable. It is great to be out in the fresh salty air up close to these 
magnificent mammals. It was really special to see mothers with their 
young calves.

What are your thoughts on humpback whales and protecting 
the environment? 
I think the turnaround in the humpback whale population since 
they were hunted to the brink of extinction demonstrates that 
international cooperation to on major issues is possible. It is a really 
incredible experience to be up close to these incredible animals.

We are running out of time if we are going to ensure that the planet, 
its resources, its habitats and its wild places are to be preserved 
for future generations. As custodians of the earth we need to do so 
much better in ensuring that we hand it over to future generations in 
a decent state. We should all regularly experience the wild. We live 
very urbanized and regulated lives – the immersion of oneself in the 
wild is good for the mind and body.

https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/adopt-marine-animal/?utm_source=adopt-brochure&utm_medium=brochure
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International Coastal Cleanup Day is an annual occasion in which 
communities in more than 100 countries come together to remove 
debris from their local coastal environments. 

As an extension of our highly successful Coastal Marine Debris 
Monitoring Program – which takes the traditional beach cleanup 
one step further to document and analyze all collection data for the 
purpose of public mitigation efforts – Pacific Whale Foundation staff 
and volunteers collaborated with a wide range of organizations to 
recognize the occasion this year. 

Working alongside Malama Maui Nui, Lahaina Town Action Committee, 
State of Hawaiʻi’s Department of Land and Natural Resources ʻĀhihi-
Kīnaʻu Natural Area Reserve, Storm Water Hawaiʻi, and the County of 
Maui, we were part of the global effort that removed over 23 million 
pounds of garbage from the environment across 122 countries in 1 day.

Additionally 71 drains were stenciled with a message of awareness: 
‘No Dumping-Drains to Ocean’, in order to raise awareness that storm 
drains empty directly into the ocean and to discourage dumping of 
pollutants into the drains.

PWF stayed true to the day’s name and went international, with a 
cleanup in Hervey Bay, Australia and two employees attending a 
beach cleanup in Tonga while there filming! In addition, we fighting 
marine debris by extending our Plastic Pollution Solutions program 
to Australia to reach keiki on the other side of the globe.

“This event really showcases the power of communities when we 
come together for a common goal. This day’s goal was to remove 
harmful debris from our coastal environments but also to raise 
awareness about what we can do to prevent the accumulation of 
garbage, particularly plastic, in the environment in the first place”, 
says PWF communication coordinator Alicia Wood.

If you’re interested in conducting your own cleanup, you can join 
PWF marine debris data collection as a citizen scientist! Simply pick 
up a cleanup kit at their Ocean Stores, Maui Brewing Co. Kihei, or 
Three’s Bar & Grill, or visit their Marine Debris Monitoring page at 
PacificWhale.org/conservation for details.

225 
people

Covered over 12 Miles and 2 boat 
harbors with nearly 500 volunteers

27 
Volunteers

53 participants, including multiple clubs 
(Ilima 4-H, Maui High School, and Pacific & Asian Affairs Council)

2 tons 
of waste removed

100s of lbs 
of waste removed

200 lbs 
of waste removed

LAHAINA HARBOR

STORM DRAIN STENCILING

Pacific Whale Foundation has received 
a NEW grant from the Atherton Family 

Foundation to show the 22-minute 
film A Plastic Ocean to all junior and 

high school students.

FREE curriculum & activities 
tailored to your needs, hosted 

by Pacific Whale Foundation and 
created in partnership with 
Plastic Ocean Foundation.

Your school! We’ll come to you 
on Maui, Lāna‘i or Molokai - or - 
we will send you the curriculum.

We can accommodate a wide 
range of schedules. Contact us to 

schedule your 1 hour time slot.

Plastic pollution is growing 
exponentially. Each year, 8 million 

tons of plastic ends up in our oceans. 
A common misconception is the idea of 
‘throwing something away.’ Every piece 
of plastic ever created still exists today, 

and by the year 2050 there is 
projected to be more plastic in the 
oceans than fish. Let’s change that!

Contact us!
Robyn Ehrlich, Education Manager

Pacific Whale Foundation
(808) 856-8341

robynehrlich@pacificwhale.org

WHO

WHAT

WHERE

WHY

WHEN

PLASTIC 
POLLUTION 
SOLUTIONS 

IS BACK
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INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEANUP DAY 2019

KAHULUI HABOR

ʻĀHIHI-KĪNAʻU NATURAL AREA RESERVE

https://www.pacificwhale.org/conservation/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/blog/plastic-pollution-solutions/
robynehrlich@pacificwhale.org
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MARINE DEBRIS WORKSHOP / OAHU 
Pacific Whale Foundation researchers began to study marine debris in 2013 
when they noticed how much floating trash was encountered during their whale 
and dolphin surveys. We believe that cleaning beaches is not enough; in addition 
to removal efforts, it’s vital to collect scientific data on the trends in marine 
debris accumulation in order to develop policies that will prevent it from entering 
the environment. 

In 2018, Pacific Whale Foundation was invited to participate in a statewide 
working group lead by the NOAA’s Marine Debris Program to evaluate Hawai‘i’s 
progress in addressing marine debris issues within the state. The working group 
used Hawai‘i’s Marine Debris Action Plan (HI-MDAP), a document first drafted 
in 2008 by representatives from government, academia, non-governmental 
organizations and private businesses, to prioritize marine debris issues specific 
to Hawai‘i. Pacific Whale Foundation’s marine debris research and outreach 
programs provided significant progress towards achieving the goals outlined in  
the action plan and we were among the top contributing organizations of the 
original 48 that helped to develop the plan. We are actively working towards four 
of the five goals through our continued land and at-sea marine debris research, 
as well as our ongoing education and outreach initiatives.

The prevalence of pollution in our oceans and along our coasts has enormous 
impacts on marine life, including whales and dolphins, and makes this 
environmental issue critically important to our mission. Humpbacks whales and 
other cetaceans carry the final plastic pollution burden. Ocean plastics provide 
a surface for environmental contaminants, such as persistent organic pollutants, 
to attach to and then become ingested by whales either directly while filter 
feeding or indirectly through bioaccumulation. The accumulation of PCB and 
DDE chemicals in false killer whales in Hawai‘i, a result of ingesting prey that have 
accumulated these toxins, is negatively impacting their reproductive capabilities 
and causing immune system problems. Plastics also take up room in the stomach 
of whales and dolphins, resulting in less prey being eaten before they feel full 
and, eventually, these animals can starve to death.

CORAL BLEACHING 
There is a coral bleaching event in progress in Hawai‘i. The ocean is more than 
2 degrees Celcius (3 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than normal for this time of 
year, and increased ocean temperature is the leading cause of coral bleaching. 
When water is too warm, corals will expel the algae (zooxanthellae) living in their 
tissues, causing the coral to turn completely white. This is called coral bleaching. 
When a coral bleaches, it is not dead. Corals can survive a bleaching event, but 
they are under more stress and are subject to mortality if the bleaching persists. 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
During a bleaching event, coral is extremely sensitive and vulnerable to human 
activities. We can alleviate stress to the coral by not touching, walking, anchoring, 
or standing on it. Use a “reef-safe” sunscreen containing zinc dioxide as the active 
ingredient, or cover up with clothing instead of sunscreen. Another way to help 
is by suspending fishing of herbivorous fish during this event. This is important 
because herbivorous fish feed on algae and prevent it from overgrowing the 
bleached coral.

CITIZEN SCIENCE REPORTING 
The NOAA Coral Reef Watch satellite predictive tools indicate a high probability 
of coral bleaching and mortality over the next two months and we are requesting 
the help of ocean stewards in reporting the extent of this. When you report coral 
bleaching, you’re helping environmental organizations, research scientists, and 
policymakers in Hawai‘i monitor the event and limit damage to our reefs. 
Please use this citizen science portal to report coral bleaching throughout 
the Hawaiian Islands: hawaiicoral.org

CONSERVATION PROGRAM NEWS
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Simple, It has earned the trust and respect of the communities in 
which they work. Well managed financially. Great focus and work on 
realizing its mission.  Education and outreach to youngest to oldest is 
critical. Consistent and has a great track record over time.  Got to 
find a way to get more millennials involved as well. 
– Herb M. Lee (Kaneohe, HI)

People contribute to PWF because they can see results and 
we care deeply for our land, sea, and their living creatures. 
 – Sandra S. (Happy Valley, OR)

I support you because you are providing hands on education to huge 
numbers of people. – Ralph Hutton (British Columbia, CAN)

Unlike many organizations, it is quite obvious 
where and how specific monies are being used, 
rather than merely disappearing into a large, 
nebulous “cause”. 
– Steve De Giso (Green Valley, AZ)

You are an organization people can trust and you help 
us understand the impact we can make. People want 
to do good but also have an experience and you 
do that. You introduce people to the wonders of 
the ocean in a respectful way and educate them 
on the trip as well. 

– Samantha Marriott (Kananaskis, Alberta, CAN) 
pictured with sister Rachel

If you love the ocean, this organization is worth 
supporting because they have proven how much 
what they do is making a positive impact on many 
endangered species and the world oceans. 
– Adrianne Jonson (Seaside, CA)

 I think as people become aware, they 
realize how important it is to quit 
wreaking havoc with the environment 
or the whales, dolphins, oceans as 
we know it cannot continue to exist. 
I would have never been a contributor 

without being made aware by the PWF 
when I traveled the first few times to Maui. 

While my donations may not be much, I believe that every 
little dollar counts or I would not contribute when I can.  
– Lynn Birney (Omaha, NE)

 I feel people choose to support PWF because you 
are authentic and genuinely care for the creatures 
and environment you work with.  We chose to 
repeatedly book tours with you because of your 
commitment to conservation and education and 
the quality of your cruises.  We are looking forward 

to sharing your tour (thinking Molokini...haven’t done 
yet!) with my in-laws in February 2020 on their first 

ever trip to Hawai‘i!  Mahalo for your dedication to our planet. Looking 
forward to seeing you soon! – Charlene Patston (Valparaiso, IN)

https://hawaiicoral.org/
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MEET 
OUR HEROES

VOLUNTEERING
TOP 10 BENEFITS

PWF Easter Seal participants 
Jody & Maggie with their 

Direct Service Work’s Joyce 
& Melinda. They are regular 

PWF volunteers.

MAHALO TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 40 YEARS AT PACIFIC WHALE FOUNDATION
Our volunteers are the heart of Pacific Whale Foundation, contributing time and talents that 
strengthen both environment and community as a whole. Choose from any of the following volunteer 
opportunities to get involved:

PROGRAMS: Through our core Research, Education and Conservation programs, you can join as an 
Ocean Camp aide, Keiki Whalewatch chaperone and more. Additionally, our Membership & Giving team 
is always in need of helpful hands to further extend aloha to our supporters.

OUTREACH: From assistance with community events and information booths to distributing 
educational materials throughout Maui neighborhoods, your contribution ensures critical access to 
our environmental programs and services for all.

CITIZEN SCIENCE: We offer FREE kits to anyone interested in hosting their own beach cleanup 
through our Coastal Marine Debris Monitoring Program; volunteers are needed every winter for our 
Great Whale Count; and our Whale & Dolphin Tracker mobile app is FREE to document your marine 
mammal sightings, all of which directly impact our research studies.

VOLUNTOURISM: From mauka to makai (mountain to ocean), everything is connected; what is done 
on land directly impacts the health of our ocean environment. Our Volunteers on Vacation (VoV) program 
offers collaborative opportunities with our friends in the field of conservation throughout every month. 
Our Team Building for Good program helps visitors and residents easily find meaningful service projects 
to benefit Maui’s environment and community (contact events@pacificwhale.org to customize).

Every person visiting or 
living on Maui benefits from 

a healthy community and 
healthy environment.  

Volunteering is a great way 
to give back. 

Learn more about 
Maui’s unique culture 

and environment.

Free marine education classes 
and special training programs.

Fulfill your pledge to 
community service.

Surround yourself with 
like-minded individuals who 

care about the natural world.

Get moving and get outside!

Participate in marine-based 
scientific studies.

Your efforts directly benefit 
ocean life by allowing PWF 
to expand our reach and 

increase our impact.

Enjoy discounts and free boat 
trips based on donated time.

You are helping 
to protect the ocean.
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Visit PacificWhale.org/volunteer for a list of our partners and to register as a Pacific Whale Foundation Volunteer!
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GREG KAUFMAN FOUNDED PACIFIC WHALE FOUNDATION IN 1980 as a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization dedicated to saving the world’s whales from extinction. Through Greg’s 40-
year career, he led the organization as a voice for whales and the public that challenged attitudes and 
actions of the marine tourism industry, environmental agencies and other researchers. In 1986, he 
launched PacWhale Eco-Adventures as a social enterprise ; a for-profit marine tourism subsidiary fully 
owned by Pacific Whale Foundation to help fund its research, education and conservation work. As 
“floating classrooms,” ecotours became augmented by shore-based educational initiatives in schools, 
workshops, summer camps, beach cleanups, training programs for marine tourism operators and 
advocacy initiatives. Research programs have now reached from Maui to Australia, Ecuador, Chile 
and beyond. Greg will be long remembered for his distinct personality, his tough questions and his 

tireless advocacy. His legacy of care for the whales and ocean, and commitment to educate the public, continues through the 
innovative and robust organization he created. E hoʻomaha me ka maluhia (rest in peace). 

Visit our Ma‘alaea Ocean Store’s new PWF information station; a 40-year timeline of some of our greatest achievements!
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https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/volunteer/
events@pacificwhale.org


PacificWhale.org/auction | onlineauction@PacificWhale.org | (808) 856-8326

Handmade Ocean Vodka Water Fountain Paint Night with PWF’s Marketing TeamHandmade Crocheted Whale

Wine Tasting with PWF Board Member Wayne White Steven Lee Smeltzer Statue "Mother & Calf Whale"One Night Stay at Grand Wailea & $200 Resort Credit

Connect with the Island & Lunch at Three’s Bar 
& Grill with PWF Board Member

Haleakalā Zipline by Skyline Eco-AdventuresMala Ocean Tavern Gift Certificate

A BENEFIT FOR THE NEXT GENERATION OF OCEAN STEWARDS JOIN PACIFIC WHALE FOUNDATION TO EDUCATE, INSPIRE AND PROTECT.

Each whale season during the months of January through April, 
Pacific Whale Foundation offers a Keiki Whalewatch program for 
both local and visiting school groups that reaches more than 3,000 
students each year. With the goal of developing a generation of 
leaders who know and care for the marine environment, the program 
offers a highly subsidized opportunity for schoolchildren to learn 
about whales living wild in their natural habitat. 

Featuring a customized whalewatch ecotour and an optional 
classroom program with standards-based, grade-level appropriate, 
hands-on activities for students, the program is open to school 
groups from pre-K to high school, while funds last. For many 
participants, this is their first time seeing humpback whales from 
a boat. 

Education Manager Robyn Ehrlich shares: "the program provides 
an opportunity for students to get a face-to-fluke experience with 
humpback whales. For me, the program provides an opportunity 
to spend time with students and introduce them to the amazing 
creatures that spend the winter right here in our own backyard. 

"I begin every program by asking the students this question: who has 
ever been on a boat to watch whales before? Their responses always 
remind me why we offer this program; for a majority of students, this 
is their first experience on a boat to watch whales. 

"The students’ excitement and enthusiasm as they see their very first 
humpback whale up close is amazing! The experience gives students 
a new appreciation of humpback whales and ocean ecosystems. It is 
this awe and appreciation that inspires students to care for the ocean 
and begin to become ocean stewards.” 
 
In recent years, classroom programs have been revised to ensure 
hands-on, engaging, relevant activities wither greater frequency. We 
have increased the number of students reached through the program 
each year and expanded the program to include schools on Molokai 
and Lāna‘i, from elementary to middle and high school students. 

Due to this Keiki Whalewatch fundraiser we are able to continue 
offering and growing this program. 

This year’s auction items include gift cards to local businesses, a 
custom painted surfboard, and several unique experiences, such as 
a singing whale-o-gram, a private paint night party, private charter 
cruises, and an opportunity to name our new life-sized inflatable 
whale, which is being modeled from a real humpback whale sighting 
off the Maui coast. 

Bidding is open between Nov 9-18, 2020 but you can get a sneak 
peek and pick your favorite goodies at PacificWhale.com/auction.

Being hands-on is especially important because it 
allows students to engage in kinesthetic learning 
and provides educators with a unique opportunity 
to enrich the minds of their students in new and 
engaging ways.

Children need science role models. Learning 
science through direct inquiry helps develop critical 
thinking and self-efficacy, and it improves grades 
across the board. The evidence is clear.

82.7% of Hawai‘i students graduate with a diploma. 
By working with schools, we hope to level the 
playing field for our youth through the principle of 
laulima, which means “many hands” and promotes 
working together cooperatively.
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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

https://cbo.io/bidapp/index.php?slug=pwf
https://cbo.io/bidapp/index.php?slug=pwf


CURRENT RESEARCH PROJECTS
• Blue Whale Research in Chile
• Spinner Dolphin Research in Hawai‘i
• Humpback Whale Research in Ecuador, Australia and Hawai‘i 
• False Killer Whale Research in Hawai‘i

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
• Keiki Whalewatch
• Ocean Camp
• Plastic Pollution Solutions
• Outreach Information Stations

CONSERVATION INITIATIVES
• Coastal Marine Debris Monitoring Program
• International Coastal Cleanup Day
• Adopt-A-Highway & Volunteers on Vacation 
• RETHINK Single-Use Plastics

ANNUAL EVENTS
• Maui Whale Festival (mauiwhalefestival.org)
• Earth Day & World Oceans Day
• Welcome Home the Whales
• Annual Online Auction

OTHER WAYS TO SUPPORT
• Greg Kaufman Scholarship Fund 
• Carole Carlsen, PhD Scholarship Fund 
• Corporate Giving Program & Team Building for Good
• Amazon SMILE, and Give Aloha 
• Giving Tuesday 
• Pacific Whale Foundation Annual Campaign
• Private Boat Charter
• In-Kind Gifts, Discounts and Volunteer Support
• Planned Giving
• Custom Collaboration 

For groups and individuals seeking specialized support 
opportunities, our GIVING programs invite participation through 
campaigns, events and grants. These include Research appeals for 
equipment and specific projects, Education program sponsorship 
opportunities for schools and communities in need, and 
Conservation campaigns that advocate for robust environmental 
protection measures. Donate now to support an item below!

Pacific Whale Foundation is a nonprofit tax-exempt 501(c)(3) 
organization: federal tax ID number 99-0207417.  
Your donation is U.S. tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Visit the link below for tools and alternatives
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Randy Cooper
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Richard Miller
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Dave Muessle
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Timothy Neubauer

John Nicholas

Michael Otani
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Paschen

Kenneth Pelletier

Pam Petersen

Michael Phillips

John Piotrowski

Michael and 
Nichole Pope

Caden Powell

William Preston

Sonja Reidy

Nancy Richards

Terry and 
Mary Richardson

Debbie Riedle

Michael Riese

Patricia Robinson

Beverly A. Roe

Jessica Root

Phyllis Rustin

Don Salo

Marietta and 
Jack Schemmel

Kim Schoknecht

John and 
Suzanne Sellars

Maureen Shannon

James Sherman

Richard Shipps

David Simpson

Janice Smith

William B. Snyder

Thomas and 
Kathleen Spies

Marilyn Steane

John David Straub

Ellen Styles

Elinor Taylor

Drea Toretti

Barbara Tornberg

Louise Trickel

Terrence Turek

Audrey M. Urbano

Mary K. Urbanowski

Patti Valentine

Howard Vanick
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Kyle Villegas

Sherry Volz

Richard Ward

Monica Wardwell
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Janet Wilking

Larry and Pamela Wing

Michael Wright

Susan Zenzen

RETHINK CONTRIBUTORS
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In June 2019, PWF introduced a new conservation campaign, called 

RETHINK, which encourages individuals to evaluate their daily 

consumption of single-use plastics in order to decrease the amount 

of marine debris entering the ocean. Thank you to those supporters 

below who directly contributed to our RETHINK campaign:

PacificWhale.org/you-can-help

CHAMPION | $5,000 & above
Helping to protect endangered marine 
mammal species from extinction

HUMANITARIAN | $2,500 - $4,999
International programs and humpback whale research

ADVOCATE | $1,000 - $2,499
Advocacy work on behalf of the marine environment

EDUCATOR | $500 - $999
Preparing our youth to become ocean stewards

CONSERVATIONIST | $250 - $499
Coastal marine debris monitoring to protect ocean habitats

INDIVIDUAL | $75
($55 for seniors age 60 and above)

FAMILY | $125
(2 adults plus children under 18 years of age)

As an organization of the people, our MEMBERSHIP program 
exemplifies the value of relationships to our work. Creating 
a community of ocean ambassadors through special online 
discussions with our Programs teams, regular communications 
regarding project progress and results, participatory-driven benefits 
such as discounted whale and dolphin watches and more, we aim to 
connect a strong network of protectors. Join as a Member today!

Membership benefits include ecotours and VIP boarding, Member 
tee shirts and totes, exclusive invitations to special and online 
events, FREE newsletter subscription, Members-only access, 20% 
discount on PacWhale Eco-Adventures + select items at our Ocean 
Stores + Ocean Camp enrollment, $20 discount at Northshore 
Zipline, 10% discount at Maui Ocean Center, 10% discount at Maui 
Sports Unlimited, and more! Visit PacificWhale.org/member. 

MEMBERSHIP GIVING

https://www.pacificwhale.org/rethink/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/rethink/
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/become-member-renew-membership/?utm_source=membership-and-giving-brochure&utm_medium=print
https://www.pacificwhale.org/you-can-help/


20

Gregory D. Kaufman 
Founder 
12/24/54 - 2/10/18 

A VOICE FOR WHALES

Our thoughts and love are 
with you and your ‘ohana.

Pacific Whale Foundation  
300 Ma‘alaea Road, Suite 211 | Wailuku, HI 96793 
PacificWhale.org | (808) 201-1983

Connect with Pacific Whale Foundation at
Printed on FSC certified paper

WHO WE ARE
With a mission to protect the ocean through science and advocacy 
and to inspire environmental stewardship, Pacific Whale Foundation 
(PWF) conducts Research, Education and Conservation programs 
for the communities in which it serves. Founded by Greg Kaufman 
in 1980 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to saving 
the world’s whales from extinction, PWF now operates a 
social enterprise that offers fee-based programs and services 
through PacWhale Eco-Adventures to help fund its nonprofit 
work. Combined with memberships, donations, charitable grants 
and a remarkable group of dedicated volunteers, PWF now reaches 
more than 400,000 individuals each year through its Maui and 
Australia offices and research projects in Ecuador and Chile.

WHAT WE DO
RESEARCH 
Bona-fide, peer-reviewed 
research on marine animals 
and marine debris in Hawai‘i, 
Australia, Chile and Ecuador

EDUCATION 
Award-winning ecotours, 
camps, workshops and keiki 
whalewatches with schools

CONSERVATION 
Citizen-science Coastal Marine 
Debris Monitoring Program (FREE 
clean-up kits available) and the 
RETHINK campaign

10 WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
ADOPT
Your love for humpback and false killer whales, dolphins and turtles 
can be expressed with a donation in a number of ways – and helps 
to make a world of difference. 
 

PARTICIPATE 
Each month we offer a calendar of free opportunities in addition 
to our Eco-Adventures, including free Haleakalā excursions, 
Coastal Marine Debris Monitoring Programs and more. 
 

JOIN 
As a Member, you connect with a large and dynamic family working 
to protect the world’s marine wildlife and our shared ocean.  
 

CRUISE 
Hop aboard one of our “floating classrooms,” where every Marine 
Naturalist has collegiate-level science experience and has been 
recruited specifically to offer the greatest possible Eco-Adventure. 
 

SHOP 
Empower philanthropy and social good by shopping at our 
physical or online Ocean Stores. With proceeds directly 
supporting our nonprofit programs, your spending power 
makes you a conscious consumer.
 

EXPLORE 
Visit PacificWhale.org and our Whale & Dolphin Tracker mobile 
app to access a wealth of information for remote participation 
in our programs and services. 
 

LEARN 
Pass it on! Our informational campaigns are designed to 
encourage green practices that offer ready-to-use solutions 
for environmental issues. Register for email updates at 
PacificWhale.org/mailing-list to get involved. 
 

ENROLL 
Seasonal Ocean Camps and Plastic Pollution Solutions educate, 
inspire and motivate the next generation to care for our 
environment, and to have a lot of fun doing it. 
 

VOLUNTEER 
Offer your in-kind services to assist our Research, Education, 
Conservation, special events or fundraising teams – or – check  
out our Volunteers on Vacation offerings (FREE).
 

DONATE
Your contributions directly fund our nonprofit Research, 
Education and Conservation programs, geared to encourage a 
global community of people who care about the future of our 
planet’s oceans. 

https://www.pacificwhale.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PacificWhaleFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/pacificwhalefoundation/
https://twitter.com/PacificWhale
https://us.fsc.org/en-us



