We urge you to vote "YES" on SB2169 to prohibit the sale of shark fin in Hawaii.

Our mission at Pacific Whale Foundation is to promote appreciation, understanding and protection of whales, dolphins, coral reefs and our planet's oceans. We accomplish this by educating the public – from a scientific perspective – about the marine environment.  We support and conduct responsible marine research and address marine conservation issues in Hawaii and the Pacific. Through educational ecotours, we model and promote sound ecotourism practices and responsible wildlife watching.

Sharks are a unique and vitally important resource we cannot afford to squander. The life history makes sharks highly susceptible to overexploitation.  With slow growth, late reproductive maturity and minimal offspring, overexploited shark stocks will be slow to recover [1]. Further, the present trade characterization of shark species is subject to many inaccuracies [2].  The lack of species-specific knowledge hinders the ability to properly assess the impact of the trade on shark stocks.

Shark fin as a food item is an absurdity mistaken for a delicacy. The soup,

which has been described by many as  “tasteless,” represents a cruel and

unnecessary practice. Looking beyond the ecological perspective to economics.the practice and trade of shark fin does not support Hawaii as the

majority of shark fins entering Hawaii are then shipped to support out-of-state markets.

Pacific Whale Foundation and it’s 250,00 active supporters and members ask the Senate Committee vote “YES” to SB2169 and pass this important bill and thereby ensure that the protection of a critical species and set Hawaii law as a strong model for other states and countries.

Sincerely,

Brooke Porter

Director of Conservation
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